Lanthorn, vol. 46, no. 30, December 8, 2011 by Grand Valley State University
Grand Valley State University
ScholarWorks@GVSU
Volume 46, July 14, 2011 - June 18, 2012 Lanthorn, 1968-2001
12-8-2011
Lanthorn, vol. 46, no. 30, December 8, 2011
Grand Valley State University
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/lanthorn_vol46
Part of the Archival Science Commons, Education Commons, and the History Commons
This Issue is brought to you for free and open access by the Lanthorn, 1968-2001 at ScholarWorks@GVSU. It has been accepted for inclusion in
Volume 46, July 14, 2011 - June 18, 2012 by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks@GVSU. For more information, please contact
scholarworks@gvsu.edu.
Recommended Citation
Grand Valley State University, "Lanthorn, vol. 46, no. 30, December 8, 2011" (2011). Volume 46, July 14, 2011 - June 18, 2012. 29.
https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/lanthorn_vol46/29
jpHHH I
2011 COMMENCEMENT EDITION
THE STUDENT-RUN NEWSPAPERS AT GRAND VALLEY
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2011
lanthorn.com
SLIDESHOWS
ALMOST, MAINE'
• -
HYPNOTIST TOM DeLUCA
www.lanthorn.com/multimedia 
Read the Tom Deluca story at
www.lanthorn.com/arts
A&E
UICA HOLIDAY MARKET
www.lanthorn.com/arts
JUSTUS BLOG
ANDREW JUSTUS
GVL COLUMNIST
www.lanthorn.com/blog
WHAT'S INSIDE
A2 News
A4 Opinion 
A5 Your Space
B1 Sports 
B4 A&E
B5 Marketplace 
Grad Edition
Follow the Lanthorn
IJ M iD
/ 9
PLEASE RECYCLE
'For us, it's really about governance and funding'
Graduate, undergraduate students move ahead with efforts to increase graduate representation on Student Senate
By Anya Zentmeyer
GVL News Editor
T
he Grand Valley State Uni­
versity Graduate Student 
Association met Wednes­
day night to further discuss the lo­
gistics of restructuring the current 
Student Senate to include more 
graduate representation.
Last week, a presentation was
given at GSA’s weekly meeting 
that included specifics about why 
they believed they needed more 
representation, and what it would 
take to create and implement a 
graduate student governing body.
Graduate concerns
Funding is a primary concern 
for the graduate students, who 
only receive less than 3 percent 
of the money they contribute to 
GVSU’s Student Life Fund. In the
2009-10 academic year, graduate 
students contributed $127,563 to 
the Student Life Fund, but only 2.9 
percent of that money, or $3,735 of 
their total financial contributions, 
were awarded to registered gradu­
ate student organizations. Unregis­
tered graduate organizations rely 
on fundraising and outside dona­
tions to operate and host events.
Currently, the existing Student 
Senate is composed of a predomi­
nately undergraduate governing 
body; however, GSA has been as­
serting to the university that the 
needs of the two different demo­
graphics are not always the same in 
regard to not only the differences 
in lifestyle and schedules, but also 
in their needs and their locations, 
with most undergraduates located 
at the Allendale Campus and the 
majority of graduate students at
See GSA, A2
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Baby, It's cold outside: Students snuggle up during a performance of “Almost Maine,* which opens tonight at 7:30 and runs through the weekend. The romantic comedy is student-directed.
View the story | B4
COLLEGE CONVERTS
Some students seeking new faiths in Christianity, 
Judaism, Islam during 'natural transiton time'
By Lizzy Balboa
GVL Staff Writer
Many students use col­
lege as a time for not only 
physical and mental trans­
formation, but spiritual 
conversion, as well.
Sociology Professor 
George Lundskow said re­
ligious transformation dur­
ing college is fairly com­
mon.
“In college, students of­
ten question many things, 
including their religious 
beliefs,” Lundskow said. 
“Since education in gen­
eral tends to make people 
more liberal, students of­
ten adopt more liberal reli­
gious beliefs, and may con­
sider different religions.
but their religiosity usually 
stays the same.”
Although many people 
choose to convert during 
college. Lundskow said 
whether the conversion is 
beneficial or not depends 
on the individual.
Conversion is typical 
throughout many religions, 
including Catholicism, Ju­
daism and Islam.
At Grand Valley State 
University, St. Luke’s 
University Parish takes on 
about two converts each 
year through a program 
called the Catholic Rite 
of Christian Initiation for 
Adults.
The parish RCIA in­
structor, Beth Price, said 
most people take any­
where from 18 months to
two years to complete the 
training, with the length 
dependent on the religious 
background and personal 
motivation of the convert.
Those who have already 
been baptized, but still seek 
confirmation and want to 
celebrate their First Com­
munion are called candi­
dates, while those have 
neither been baptized nor 
celebrated the other sacra­
ments are called catechu­
men.
Senior Robbie Sullivan 
underwent the RCIA pro­
cess as a catechumen dur­
ing his first year at Grand 
Valley State University. 
Throughout his six-month 
training, Sullivan spent an
See Religion, A2
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Step up to the microphone: A GVSU student speaks during 
the Leading Bold Lives open mic night, organized by the GVSU 
Women's Center and “That Takes Ovaries!'The event, which 
sought to involve more of the GVSU community in the project 
encouraged attendees to share their own stories of bold, 
brazen acts. There was also a reading from 'That Takes Ovaries!'
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the Pew Campus downtown.
Graduate student Kelly 
Weir, who is currently in­
volved with GSA and helped 
to write the initial proposals 
about different governance 
models, was a senator on the 
undergraduate student senate 
body in 2006-07 dunng her 
senior year as an undergrad. 
As a student who has been on 
both sides of the table, she said 
she thinks a separate graduate 
body is necessary for GVSU 
moving forward.
“As a student who served 
on the Student Senate when 
it was an all-undergraduate 
body, I don’t think that we had 
the knowledge or the ability 
to- understand different life­
styles and different issues that 
graduates have,” Weir said. “I 
wouldn’t have thought that at 
the time, I wouldn’t have been 
able to put myself in the shoes 
of a graduate student to say I 
wasn’t feeling represented, 
but now as a graduate student 
I look back and I can see how 
we weren’t really represent­
ing them fairly, and weren’t 
equipped to go and make deci­
sions based on their needs.”
Of the 24.662 students 
enrolled at GVSU this fall, 
13.9 percent of the student 
body - or 3,426 students - are 
graduate students. Graduate 
students over 30 comprise 44 
percent of their population, 
while only 1 percent are under 
22 years old.
Reflective representation
Yasha Nath, president of 
GSA, said the creation of 
a graduate governing body 
was called for by the Higher 
Learning Commission back in 
1999. when their report stated, 
“As a group, graduate students 
and their interests are not ap­
parently represented within 
the existing student govern­
ment systems (at Grand Valley 
State University).” Addition­
ally, Nath said the creation of a 
graduate governing body helps 
to fulfill the university’s 2010- 
15 Strategic Plan objective, 
which calls for the creation of 
support services for graduate 
students by year 2012.
“You know, the thing that 
everybody maybe don’t nec­
essarily recognize, is that a 
graduate student has been an 
undergraduate student, just 
like you have been a high 
school student,” Nath said. 
“So we understand and we’ve 
lived that life, and now it’s a 
different life.”
Nick Ryder, vice president 
erf public relations for the Stu­
dent Senate, said the existing 
undergraduate senate recog­
nizes the need for more repre­
sentation.
“I believe that graduate 
students have unique needs, 
that are sometimes different 
from undergraduate students,” 
Ryder said. “It will be nice 
to have both sets of voices 
around the table to ensure that 
we are representing all of the 
students’ needs.”
Though the conversation 
was stalled following the Stu­
dent Senate’s General Assem­
bly Meeting on Oct. 6, Ryder 
and Tyson said the group has 
found more common ground 
to stand on, and developed a 
deeper understanding of what 
each side is asking for.
“I was at the Student Sen­
ate meeting where we present­
ed this to them, and the ques­
tions that they gave us were 
legitimate, they are concerned 
because they’ve run it for this 
many years, so they want to 
know, what are we walking 
in here trying to do?” Tyson 
said. “I feel like it was very 
informative on both parts, and 
for me personally, I didn’t feel 
any animosity being there. 
You know, they, again, are just 
asking the right questions and 
want to know what we’re try­
ing to do.”
A new model
GVL / Eric Coulter
Representative: Graduate Studies'John Stevenson speaks at last week's Graduate Student Alliance meeting. 
GSA is working with Student Senate to improve graduate student representation in GVSU student government.
Currently, both the existing 
senate and GSA are looking 
at three different governance 
models: a unified body where­
in the graduate representation 
would be an arm or committee 
of the existing Student Senate; 
a divided model that consti­
tutes an entirely different, in­
dependent structure for gradu­
ate representation or a mixed, 
or hybrid, model, which links 
two independent bodies under 
an executive committee.
Right now, GSA members, 
including Tyson and Weir, 
think that a mixed model 
would be the most ideal form 
erf governance, since it would 
facilitate a strong connection 
between the two bodies.
“We do all go to the same 
school, we share a lot of the 
same resources and we do all 
need to work together,” Weir 
said.
However. Ryder said Stu­
dent Senate is not currently 
advocating one model or the 
other, but rather, are still in 
discussion about what the best
fit might be.
“We are looking at all three 
models still, we do not support 
one over the other at this time 
because we want to ensure that 
we pick the right choice for 
Grand Valley, to ensure that 
we are advocating for all of 
the students equally,” he said. 
“ We are taking a critical look 
at all three models and also 
combinations of each model.”
Tyson said GSA has been 
gaining overwhelming sup­
port from the graduate student 
community. GSA member­
ship numbers have already 
gone up from about 5 officers 
to somewhere between 30 and 
40 students involved on differ­
ent levels, whether it’s having 
a hand in rewriting the consti­
tution, working as a college 
representative or simply ask­
ing what they can do to help.
Moving forward, both the 
undergraduates from Student 
Senate and selected members 
of the GSA will sit down and 
figure out logistics like which 
model they should use, as well
as begin writing the revised 
constitution.
Renato Delos Reyes, one 
of the graduate students who 
will be working to rewrite the 
constitution, said since they 
want the new, all-inclusive 
senate to be up and running by 
next fall, they’re trying to ex­
pedite the process in order to 
have the final revised constitu­
tion ready by the spring and 
summer semester.
“I’m happy to see that 
we’ve been able to move for­
ward on this, that we’ve been 
able to get administration. 
Student Senate and the sup­
port of all of the graduate stu­
dents,” Nath said. “For us, it’s 
really about governance and 
funding. That’s what it is. It’s 
nothing more. We have a right 
to govern our own selves, we 
necessarily have more experi­
ence, more exposure, we have 
a unique and different group of 
people from the undergraduate 
students ... So basically, that’s 
where we are at.”
news@ lanthorn £om
said. “For uncircumcised 
men wfio wish tq cpjivert, 
the Reform movement asks 
■fdf KTdrop of blriod to be 
taken from the foreskin. The 
Conservative and Orthodox 
movements require more in­
vasive surgery.”
Koperl said the physi­
cal transformation is some­
what of a “dis-incentive” for 
many men.
Another simpler spiritual 
conversion is offered by the 
Islamic religion.
Zeana Khodor, president 
of the Muslim Students As­
sociation, said converts to 
Islam need only to recite the 
Shadada, an Arabic line, to 
be recognized as a member 
of the Islamic community.
The line, part of a rite 
called the Declaration of 
Faith, translates into, “I bear 
witness that there is no god 
but God, and I bear witness 
that Mohammad is God’s 
servant and His Messen­
ger.”
“After you recite that 
line, that’s it — you’re con­
sidered Muslim,” Khodor 
said. “You can do it with 
an Imam (religious leader) 
or it can be with friends. It 
doesn’t matter as long as 
you have witnesses.”
Because converts to Is­
lam can choose a more pri­
vate ceremony than RCIA 
members and Jewish con­
verts can, the number of Is­
lamic converts on GVSU’s 
campus is difficult to track.
For more information 
on the different faith-based 
groups at GVSU, visit www, 
gvsu.edu/studentlife/stuey.
ebalboa @ lanthorn .com
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they really are supposed to 
fie. College is an ^specially 
good time for it, because it’s 
krirt of a riamral trdnkftlon
time to make the change,’ 
he said.
His program will take
part of the RCIA program 
is jo learn as much as you 
;  c£ri about tne faith oh your
scripture and tradition of the 
Catholic Church.
"College was the right 
time for my conversion,” he 
said/ “I think people should 
always be trying to trans­
form themselves into who
time in your life.”
Corey Emy, a GVSU 
freshman who is seeking 
confirmation, spends two 
to three hours each week on 
his religious studies.
“I think it is an excellent
about* 18 months; ending 
with his final rite of initia­
tion on Easter weekend of 
2013.
“I spend approximately 
30 to 45 minutes a week 
actually attending the RCIA 
program during Mass, but a
•own,” he said:
Both Sullivan and Emy 
said the extra instruction 
time has not detracted from 
their studies at GVSU, but 
enhanced their overall edu­
cation experience.
“If anything (the pro­
gram) is a stress reliever,” 
Emy said. “It’s is a nice 
little break from life.”
Jewish converts undergo 
a similar training process 
during which they study 
Jewish history, scripture, 
rites and tradition under the 
direction of a Rabbi.
Professor Sheldon Kop- 
perl, who was raised in the 
Jewish faith, said he thinks 
about two or three GVSU 
students convert to Juda­
ism each year, but they do 
not all experience the same 
process.
Students study from a 
different handbook and par­
ticipate in different initiation 
rites depending on whether 
they are entering Reform, 
Conservative or Orthodox 
sects of Judaism.
“Orthodox and Conser­
vative rituals require im­
mersion of both men and 
women into a bath (called 
“mikveh”) to achieve ritual 
cleanliness,” Kopperl said.
He added that the convert 
must also appear before a 
three-member court called a 
Beit Din, which evaluates a 
candidate’s readiness to join 
the Jewish community.
“One of the major ritu­
als in all three movements 
is male circumcision at the 
age of 8 days,” Kopperl
r/ion,
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GVSU ranked 5th 
in campus safety
StateUniversity.com 
ranked Grand Valley as 
the fifth safest college 
campus in Michigan.
The rating are devel­
oped from crime statis­
tics reported by cam­
pus officials. The safety 
score can rage from zero 
to 100 and is based on 
the types and number 
of times crimes are re­
ported.
The other four col­
leges in the top five 
are Oakland University, 
University of Michigan- 
Dearborn, Delta College 
and Oakland Communi­
ty College, which ranks 
No. 1 on the list.
New app tracks 
grades, account 
balances
A new, free app, 
MyGV Mobile, is now 
available to students 
where they can access 
their final grades and 
view the class schedule 
for next semester on an 
iPhone or Android.
All information acces­
sible on the app include 
campus news, class 
schedules, account bal­
ances, housing sched­
ules and grades. To log 
into the app, select "sign 
in" and then enter you 
G-numberand PIN.
The app was de­
signed by staff from 
Grand Valley's Informa­
tion Technology depart­
ment.
Alternative Breaks 
application 
deadline 
approaching
The application dead- 
linefor Winter and Spring 
Break trips through Alter­
native Breaks is Friday.
The trips will take 
place Jan. 1 through 7 
and March 3 through 
10. Each trip costs $250, 
which covers housing, 
transportation and food. 
Scholarships and fund­
raising opportunities are 
available.
Applications can be 
downloaded at www. 
gvsualternativebreaks. 
com and turned into 
the Community Service 
Learning Center in Kirk- 
hof Center with a $5 ap­
plication fee.
CORRECTIONS AND 
CLARIFICATIONS
In the Dec. 5 Housing Guide, 
The Sutter's Mill and Sailor's 
Cove should have said that 
Sutter's Mill is located on 52nd 
Avenue. The correct phone 
number for the complex is 
616-719-0170.
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Seeking the throne: Junior secondary education major Jon Garcia records an episode of The Minute Vlog in his apartment. Garcia is running for “King of the Web* in an online competition at www.kingofweb.com.
The great thing about the Internet is if you can type, you have a voice.
-Jon Garcia, GVSU junior
LAKER VIES FOR 'KING OF THE WEB'
Vloggerplans to donate prize money to anti-human trafficking organization
By Samantha Butcher
GVL Managing Editor
J
on Garcia perches his 
video camera atop an 
oversized, empty con­
tainer of Utz Cheese Balls, 
adjusting the lens as he sits 
at his dining room table. Fi­
nally centered in the frame, 
Garcia begins the long and 
sometimes arduous process 
of recording for The Minute 
Vlog, his YouTube channel.
The process is a familiar 
one for Garcia, who began 
recording and uploading 
videos to the popular web­
site in August 2010.
“I had this idea because 
I’d always liked the idea of 
people making videos and 
putting them on the Internet, 
and this was my first sum­
mer after college,” he said. 
“I had a really tough sum­
mer where I couldn’t get a 
job for a while, I started to 
struggle with depression and 
things like that where I felt 
like I wasn’t at home any­
more away from school and 
away from all my friends. I 
felt like I was split between 
two places and I knew about 
vlogging and had tried my 
hand in it before, ... but I 
got this idea of staying con­
nected with people on some 
level.”
Garcia, a Grand Valley 
State University junior, is 
running for King of the Web 
in an online, user-voted 
contest at www.kingofweb. 
com. The contest, which 
awards monetary prizes be­
tween $7,500 and $100 for 
competitors who place in 
the top nine, holds elections 
for “King” each month. If 
he is ranked ninth or higher. 
Garcia plans to donate two- 
thirds of his winnings to the 
International Justice Mis­
sion, a nonprofit organiza­
tion that fights human traf­
ficking.
“One of the reasons I 
started looking into King 
of the Web is because I’m 
not that financially viable,” 
Garcia said. “I’m keeping 
up with rent, but that's about 
it. There are so many more 
opportunities out there, and 
if I got the couple thousand 
dollars that I didn't donate 
(to IJM, from winning first 
place), I could catch up on 
rent and start paying back 
student loans and go to 
some more (YouTube) con­
ferences.”
At press time, Garcia 
was in 11th place with 3,892 
votes, trailing the next- 
ranked contender by 1,200. 
Users must register to vote 
and can vote 10 times per 
day as well as earn bonus 
votes for voting multiple 
days in a row.
Modern-day slavery
“(IJM is) one of the larg­
est organizations against 
human trafficking ... and I 
wanted to find the organiza­
tion that would be the least 
controversial charity,” Gar­
cia said. “I needed to get 
something that wasn’t go­
ing to make people be like, 
‘I’m not going to vote for 
him if he’s going to donate 
to that.’”
Human trafficking, some­
times called sex trafficking 
or human slavery, is defined 
by the United Nations as 
“the recruitment, transpor­
tation, transfer, harboring or 
receipt of persons, by means 
of the threat or use of force 
or other forms of coercion, 
of abduction, of fraud, of 
deception, of the abuse of 
power or of a position of 
vulnerability or of the giv­
ing or receiving of payments 
or benefits to achieve the 
consent of a person having 
control over another person, 
for the purpose of exploita­
tion.”
The $31-billion indus­
try leads to the purchase 
and sale of 800,000 people 
worldwide each year, with 
18,000 of those brought to 
the U.S. According to in­
formation from the Polaris 
Project, Michigan is consid­
ered a hot spot for human 
trafficking because of the 
state’s shared border with 
Canada.
Garcia said although he 
is not involved with any
I think the mark of this era 
in history is that we have this 
connectedness. We have this 
thing in the U.S. where people are 
connecting not based on where they 
are, but on who they are and what 
they like and what the believe?*
Jon Garcia
GVSU junior
Update frequency for 
The Minute Vlog varies, 
but it updates at least three 
times a week, although Gar­
cia has recently been vlog­
ging daily.
The vlogs, which began 
the summer after his fresh­
man year, provided a way 
for the Three Rivers, Mich., 
native to keep in contact 
with college friends who 
were scattered across the 
state. They also provided 
a way to meet new people 
with similar interests over 
the internet.
“There are people I’ve 
met through the Internet that 
I interact with just as much 
as people I know in real life,” 
Garcia said. “I might talk to 
Kym (of the YouTube chan­
nel TheMunchKym) more 
than I talk to Akshay (Sara- 
thi, Garcia’s roommate) on 
some days. The boundary * 
between the Internet and 
real life is not that big of a 
deal. It’s becoming less and 
less every day.”
Garcia, whose videos 
have more than 80,600 
views, credited the Project 
for Awesome, a YouTube
channel that started in 2007, 
for the idea to use his vlog 
to promote IJM on King 
of the Web. The collective 
organized their viewership 
to make, like, comment on 
and favorite videos about 
charities en masse for a day, 
flooding YouTube’s “Most 
Popular” category.
“I think the mark of this 
era in history is that we have 
this connectedness,” Garcia 
said. “We have this thing in 
the U.S. where people are 
connecting not based on 
where they are, but on who 
they are and what they like 
and what they believe. ... 
With the Internet, as long 
as you can type, you have 
a voice. It doesn’t mean 
anybody’s going to listen to 
you, but everybody is repre­
sented.”
Voting for King of the 
Web ends on Dec. 15, and a 
new competition, in which 
Garcia plans to compete, 
begins Dec. 16.
To view Garcia’s videos, 
visit www.youtube.com/ 
user/theminutevlog.
managingeditor@
lanthorn.com
organizations that fight traf­
ficking, it was important for 
him that at least some the 
money go to someone more 
deserving than himself. A 
$30 donation can provide an 
after-care package to a traf­
ficking victim, while $4,500 
would be enough for the or­
ganization to conduct a raid 
and rescue mission.
“With King of the Web, I 
can specifically do this tan­
gible thing instead of, like, 
sending off money and hav­
ing it go somewhere to do 
something,” Garcia said. 
“One donation can do so 
much to change people’s 
lives.”
A breakdown of how 
various donation amounts 
are spent can be viewed at 
www.ijm.org/give.
Variety show
While the content of 
Garcia’s YouTube channel 
runs the gamut from history 
to activism to music, one 
thing is always consistent: 
the time. All of the future 
teacher’s videos clock in at 
one minute. The filming and 
production average an hour 
per minute for The Minute 
Vlog, but some of his more 
complicated projects have
taken him up to six hours to 
film and edit.
“At the time, YouTube 
was extending video limits 
and there were people who 
were giving themselves 
four-minute limits, and I was 
thinking to myself, there are 
all these things with limits 
on time — what if I had 
something that was specifi­
cally one minute long, give 
or take nothing?” he said. 
“It’s always a minute, and 
I’ve been able to talk about 
things and give them a full 
summary in under a minute.”
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"Detroit's fate tied to state" 
By Andrew Justus 
GVL Blogger
VALLEY VOTE
Should graduate students have a separate 
governing body from undergraduates?
Vote online at lanthorn.com
Last issue's question:
Should presidential contenders who 
suspend their campaigns be allowed to 
continue raising and spending money?
YES 17% NO 83%
Beer and knowledge 
are hard to return
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BY CHRIS SLATTERY
GVL COLUMNIST
Do you remember all 
of that money that you 
spent at the beginning of 
this semester?
No, not for those 
prostitutes (we said we 
weren’t going to talk 
about that again). I’m 
talking about the thou­
sands upon millions of hy­
perbolic dollars you spent 
on textbooks for your 
classes. It’s going to feel 
great getting all of that 
money back next week, 
right? You could buy PS3s 
for your whole family.
You could name a star 
after someone. You could 
even — gasp — invest in 
next semester’s textbook 
purchases.
All of this is based 
upon the assumption that 
if you put a lot of money 
into these books and then 
sell them back to the same 
store in the same shape 
(save for a few tear stains 
acquired this past week), 
you’ll get a lot of your 
money back. That’s how 
houses work.
Maybe that’s not the 
best analogy in this eco­
nomic climate...
My point is that 
textbooks don’t work that 
way. Instead, I’ll use a 
simile that is a bit more 
accessible to this age 
group: Buying a textbook 
is like buying a keg. Now, 
normally I would never 
equate information to beer
— as the more beer you 
drink, the less informa­
tion you appear to know
— but look at it this way: 
When you’re buying a 
textbook, you’re not just 
buying a book (I mean, 
technically you are; I’m 
not one of those people 
who thinks the universe is 
a cat or that 2 + 2 = fish or 
anything). When you’re 
buying a textbook, you’re 
purchasing knowledge,
as (negative adjective) as 
that sounds.
You are essentially 
giving up a paycheck for 
new facts that will make 
you, at the bare minimum, 
competent at your chosen 
career pathway. A hundred 
years ago, people would 
have killed for the things 
we know (and advanced 
warning of the Great De­
pression, probably). We 
should read each textbook 
from cover to cover and 
expand our minds in ways 
we never thought pos­
sible.
Once we use up all 
of that knowledge, the 
keg is empty and we 
can return it for a small 
deposit we put down. Of 
course, sometimes it gets 
frustrating when the store 
doesn’t carry that type of 
beer anymore or they’ve 
upgraded to a newer keg.
I could go on about how 
selling red plastic cups at 
a party is a lot like get­
ting paid to write a paper 
for your roommate, but 
I don’t have that kind of 
time.
We hate everything 
about textbooks: We hate 
how much they cost when 
we buy them. We hate 
having them; they become 
a pain when professors 
actually assign readings 
and homework from what 
was apparently supposed 
to be a $300 desk-space- 
waster. (There’s no time 
for learning now! “Ameri­
can Horror Story” is about 
to start!) We even hate 
selling textbooks back. Do 
you understand how crazy 
that is? We are essentially 
getting free money from 
a store that already has an 
ample supply of the texts 
we’re returning.
It’s a business they’re 
running and there are 
probably online retailers 
that sell books for less 
and buy them for more 
anyway. While you’re on 
the internet, though, see if 
any PS3s are on sale. My 
family is kind of expect­
ing them now.
cslottery @ lanthorn .com
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Letter to the readers
BY EMANUEL JOHNSON
GVL EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
ear readers,
Let me first 
start off by say­
ing that I appreciate the 
wave of letters to the editor 
(namely the ones printed on 
the next page from read­
ers who had the guts to 
put their name with their 
opinions) and comments on 
our website from readers 
who either supported or 
were appalled by Monday’s 
column by Chris Slattery, 
“There’s only room for one 
holiday.” It’s always good 
to see people voice their 
opinions and have commu­
nity discussions on a given 
topic, and if in the process 
writing I use some of your 
points, then consider it flat­
tery — many of you voiced 
your opinions in ways that 
I could not have said any 
better.
However, if you picked 
up today’s paper in the 
hopes that you’d find an 
official apology, plans for 
a retraction or information 
about disciplinary action to 
be taken against Slattery, 
you’ll be disappointed.
Chris’ column is an 
over-the-top, exaggerated 
work of satire, and if you 
did not understand that 
upon your initial read, then 
it can (and did) easily stir 
up some strong emotions 
among several members of 
the Grand Valley State Uni­
versity community, espe­
cially if you aren’t familiar 
with his other works, many
of which (like the columns 
discussing recent Dr. Pep­
per 10 advertisements and 
various “Freshman guides 
to success”) were also taken 
far more seriously than they 
were intended to be.
From day one of being 
hired on to work with us, 
every single column that 
Chris has written has had a 
sarcastic undertone unless 
explicitly stated otherwise. 
In this case, many people 
failed to identify that, 
which is understandable.
There are many oth­
ers, however, who rec­
ognized it as satire (or at 
least acknowledged it as a 
possibility) and still had a 
problem with it. But think 
about some of the most 
popular works of satire in 
recent memory, like “South 
Park” and its mockery of 
every religion in existence, 
“Family guy” and its bla­
tantly stereotypical Jewish 
family, the Goldmans, or 
“Chappelle’s Show” and its 
portrayal of a black white 
supremacist. Each of those 
shows, as well as many 
others, cross the line habitu­
ally, but we still view and 
appreciate them as comedic 
satire.
The biggest and only 
real difference between 
Chris’ column and other 
popular satirical works is 
its appearance in print. Be­
cause readers are not able to 
interpret facial or vocal ex­
pressions, print satire relies 
on over-the-top expression, 
sarcasm and voice. Mark 
Twain’s “The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn,” makes 
frequent satirical references 
to Christianity and slavery, 
yet it is still praised as one 
of the best satirical works 
in American literature. And 
as one of the comments 
on our website read, “One
of the most well-known 
satirical pieces suggests that 
we EAT BABIES to solve 
the problem of overpopula­
tion.”
Yes, Chris’ column 
crosses some lines, but I 
challenge you to name one 
piece of recognized satire 
that doesn’t cross lines or 
offend someone at some 
point. It is the nature of the 
genre.
In Chris’ case, he wanted 
to show how ignorant, in­
tolerable and closed-minded 
a person or persons of simi­
lar mindsets must be to post 
offensive and insensitive 
material like the quote he 
provided from Facebook.
He is not promoting racism, 
racial tension or anti-Sem­
itism; he is illustrating the 
same point that many tried 
to illustrate to him — that 
racism and anti-Semitism 
should not be tolerated. And 
the things that some readers 
are poking at; such as his 
references to “Hanukkahl- 
and,” “Kwanzaa City” and 
America as a melting pot; 
are all tools that he uses 
in order to illustrate the 
ignorance and stupidity or 
such a viewpoint. I mean,
I’d love to use the famous 
Evelyn Beatrice Hall quote, 
“I disapprove of what you 
say, but I will defend to the 
death your right to say it,” 
but since Chris is actually 
on the same side as many 
of Our readers, that doesn’t 
really apply here, does it?
But even if you didn’t 
understand that, 1 ask you, 
do you really think that the 
Lanthorn would hire on a 
columnist to promote hate, 
racism, sexism or any of 
the other things that he is 
frequently accused of pro­
moting? Do you honestly 
think that I, or any other 
editor-in-chief in the world
for that matter, would pub­
lish his column had it been 
meant to be taken seriously 
and at surface value know 
full well that doing such 
would go against every one 
of our opinion policies? The 
sheer fact that such words 
appear in any publication 
should indicate that they are 
meant to be taken for more 
than what they appear.
But hey, perhaps it’s my 
fault. Lthought members 
of the GVSU community 
would be able to pick up 
the paper, read through a 
sarcastic commentary on 
the ignorance of a stupid 
Facebook post and move on 
through the rest of their day 
without using its words to 
draw lines between social 
groups on campus. Appar­
ently, I was mistaken.
But there is a silver lin­
ing in all of this for those 
who found the column 
in poor taste. Although I 
refuse to apologize for in­
cluding what I thought to be 
a decent piece of comedic 
satire in Monday’s paper, 
you can take solace in the 
fact that after next week I 
won’t be around to make 
such decisions. I’m sure 
that my successor, Saman­
tha Butcher, will make bet­
ter decisions than I did.
Yours Truly,
EMANUELJOHNSON
GVL Editor-in-Chief
P. S. Also, please stop 
blaming or implicating the 
university for all of this.
In our opinion policy, it 
clearly states, “The content, 
information and views 
expressed are not approved 
by nor necessarily represent 
those of the university, its 
Board of Trustees, officers, 
faculty and staff.”
editorial@ lanthorn .com
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
To the Editor,
As a progressive and a 
firm believer in freedom of 
speech, I am still compelled 
to write in regards to 
the “editorial” that was 
published under the title 
“There is Only Room For 
One Holiday.” My daughter 
attends GVSU. She was 
outraged when she read it 
and forwarded it to me.
After the first reading 
I was not only very 
uncomfortable with many 
of the words used but 
also with the tone. Upon
second reading and closer 
examination one might even 
think that Mr Slattery is 
only being satirical. While 
this may be so, the fact that 
this appeared on an editorial 
page as part of a university 
sanctioned and funded paper 
is unacceptable. Repeating 
anti-semitic phrases and 
pandering to many students 
who I believe may not have 
taken this as satire, if in fact 
it is, is surely not something 
my tax dollars nor the 
tuition that 1 pay should be 
used for.
IF this is not satire, and 
that can be the only defense 
of such hate speech, Mr 
Slattery needs to apologize 
to the student body and to 
every single immigrant in 
this country. Unfortunately 
his third grade teacher 
never really read A 
PEOPLES HISTORY OF 
THE UNITED STATES 
by Howard Zinn, nor do 
I believe did Mr Slattery. 
Without engaging in a 
history lesson, religious 
persecution was only one of 
the reasons that the settlers
stole this land from the 
Native Americans. .
So the next time the 
editorial page decides to 
print something which 
comes off as hateful rather 
than satirical, maybe a 
disclaimer would have 
helped. I sincerely hope this 
is much ado about nothing 
and if it is not, then GVSU 
needs to issue an apology 
and Mr Slattery needs to 
have a long timeout.
MARK KELLER
Birmingham, Michigan
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READER RESPONSE
AFTER THE PUBLISHING OF CHRIS SLATTERY'S DEC 5 COLUMN "THERE IS ONLY ROOM FOR ONE 
RELIGION," SEVERAL READERS WEIGHED IN THROUGH A FLOOD OF LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Column 'encourages a mindset of exclusion'
Dear Editor,
I write concerning a recent 
editorial posted in the Lanthorn, 
“There is Only Room for One 
Holiday”. As one of the few 
organizations on campus devoted 
to Jewish life, Hillel, we feel that 
this article was offensive, close- 
minded, and ignorant. More im­
portantly, however, it encourages 
a mindset of exclusion within 
the Grand Valley community 
when it comes to the different 
religions and cultures our school 
encompasses. We are proud to 
freely practice our religion in the 
United States and on the GVSU 
campus, free of discrimination 
and anti-Semitism. In America, 
our Constitution assures freedom
of religion, speech and press. But 
the author in question abused his 
freedom of press with a cheap 
attempt to draw a reaction from 
the readers, at the expense of 
minorities on campus. Satirical 
references to the holiday season 
have potential for comedic value, 
but when specific religions and 
ethnic groups within the student 
body are told return to their 
“hole-in-the-ground country”, 
it is safe to say that Mr. Slattery 
is not focused on satire; he is 
espousing racism. We strongly 
urge you to remove the article 
completely and immediately 
from the Lanthorn, and that Lan- 
thom publish an apology to the 
entire GVSU community. The
GVSU Lanthorn should be used 
to promote campus well-being, 
and inform students. This article 
espouses ignorance and intoler­
ance; even worse, it encourages 
other students to similar intoler­
ance. How can GVSU be taken 
seriously as an institution of 
higher learning, when articles 
like this are published in its 
newspaper? The Editorial staff 
missed an opportunity to make 
a statement to Mr. Slattery, that 
racism and anti-Semitism will 
not be tolerated at GVSU.
Respectfully,
ROBERT SALLEN
Public Relations Chair 
GVSU Hillel Organization
By publishing this article, you are going 
against everything this school stands for
Hi. I am Alanna Cohen and I 
am a junior here at Grand Valley. 
I picked up today’s issue of the 
Lanthorn and was so disturbed 
by an article in it that I will nev­
er pick up another copy of this 
paper again. An article written 
by Chris Slattery titled “There 
is only room for one holiday” 
was in it and 1 cannot believe 
this article was approved. As a 
Jewish student on this campus, I 
have never felt outcasted or like 
I did not belong, until after I read
this article. But after reading this 
article, I am disgusted that you 
would think it is okay to publish 
it. While I understand it is an 
editorial and someones opinion, 
it singles out certain groups on 
campus and makes them feel un­
welcome and frankly uncomfort­
able and pissed off. I am in such 
shock and disbelief that this was 
published and I am EXTREME­
LY offended. I can not speak for 
the rest of my Jewish friends on 
campus, but this is truly disgust­
ing. GVSU prides itself on being 
open to all people, no matter what 
race, religion, sexual orientation 
or what have you. By publishing 
this article, you are going against 
everything this school stands for. 
I now feel singled out on cam­
pus. I immediately began crying 
after reading this article and I 
know others who have been just 
as offended as I am. I just wanted 
to call this to your attention.
ALANNA COHEN
This is a time to learn from each other, not 
create further divides within our society
Dear Editor,
This morning I received a link 
to a column written in the edito­
rial section of the Lanthorn. I 
should begin by saying, that dur­
ing my time at GVSU, I looked 
forward to reading the newspa­
per and considered it a campus 
staple. However, with the recent 
article in the editorial section, I 
have become disheartened with 
the paper’s choice of publishing.
The article “There is Only 
Room for One Holiday” is not 
only offensive, but distaste­
ful. The article is right, this is
America—a country founded on 
basic principles of freedom and 
equality. America prides itself 
on being apart from the others, a 
place where people can go to es­
cape inequalities and be included 
in one diverse society. These 
are the things they teach us in 
school, not to be intolerant and 
ignorant towards other religious 
beliefs and cultures. Especially 
now, during the holidays, we 
need to come together. This is a 
time to learn from each other, not 
create further divides within our 
society.
I take pride in being a Laker. 
However, it saddens me to see 
that a piece like this could be 
published by the university 
I called home for four years. 
Printed as either truth or satire, 
as some of the comments on the 
website claim, the editorial is 
offensive. Grand Valley should 
not have printed this article. I 
understand the purpose of satire, 
but Editor, this goes too far.
Sincerely,
MORGAN TAYLOR
GVSU Alum
Racist, anti-semetic, and generally disturbing
Good evening Mr. Johnson,
My name is Barrie Seigle 
and I am a current undergradu­
ate student at Michigan State 
University. One of my friends 
is a student at GVSU and 
she posted an article on face- 
book that was found in The 
Lanthorn. The article titled. 
“There Is Only Room For One 
Holiday” is completely rac­
ist, anti-semetic, and generally 
disturbing. It is one thing for 
this person to be of this opinion 
and rant about it on facebook or 
another social networking site, 
but when you okay this for a 
publication, it makes it seem as 
though being of this mindset is 
valid. Granted, it is an editorial,
but how you let something like 
this get published is astound­
ing. There is an overwhelming 
Christian majority around the 
Grand Rapids area. People who 
do not celebrate Christmas,
I’m sure, already feel tension 
during this time of year. I recall 
having visited your campus 
4 years ago when I was mak­
ing my decisions on where I 
would attend university. It was 
a beautiful place, but I was 
nervous about how my Jewish 
background would be recieved. 
Clearly, those fears have been 
validated. I request that you not 
only remove this editorial, but 
your newspaper make a public 
apology to those who were ob­
viously targeted by this article.
I mean, honestly, the article 
isn’t even intelligent writing. 
“Hanukkahland” and “Kwanzaa 
City”? It’s absurd and extremely 
rude. It is deplorable that you 
would accept and publish an 
article like this. You and your 
newspaper owe everyone an 
apology, Christians included, 
it is unfair that this person 
make a sweeping generalizaton 
about everyone who celebrates 
Christmas, as I’m sure there are 
plenty of Christians who enjoy 
spreading holiday cheer, not just 
Christmas cheer.
Thank you,
BARRIE SEIGLE
This article full of Racism, Anti- 
Semitism and general hatred
Dear Editor in Chief of the 
Lanthorm Newspaper,
I came across an article on 
Facebook entitled; There is only 
room for one holiday, posted by 
an appalled friend of mine. My 
friends commented that the arti­
cle was. ‘‘the most ignorant and 
racist article I have ever read” 
which sparked interest in me to 
read the editorial. Now I don’t 
know if this editorial is sup­
posed to be satirical, but I don’t 
believe that to be the case. After
I read this garbage I was left 
in shock, and I was completely 
beside myself so much so that it 
prompted me to write this letter 
to you voicing my opinion. This 
article full of Racism, Anti- 
Semitism and general hatred 
towards all and needs to be 
removed immediately and there 
needs to be a retraction edito­
rial written apologizing for the 
blatant ignorance shown by the 
writer. Furthermore there needs 
to be some disciplinary action
against Chris Slattery, the writer 
of the editorial. Even if this is 
some sort of twist sick joke, it’s 
unacceptable to be published in 
any credible newspaper. Unless 
you take action immediately I’ll 
be forced to send this the dean 
of Grand Valley and get his 
opinion on the matter
Sincerely a concerned 
American,
AARON HOVEY
FACULTY COLUMN
With a recent report of an 
attempted sexual assault on 
Grand Valley’s campus that 
has since been determined 
to be false, it is important to 
understand the dynamics of 
sexual assault. Both college 
women and men hold miscon­
ceptions about sexual assault 
and knowledge of the facts is 
essential to preventing sexual 
assault on campus. Sexual as­
sault is any form of unwanted 
sexual behavior or sexual con­
tact obtained without coasent 
and/or obtained through the 
use of force, threat of force, 
intimidation or coercion.
Sexual assault is a reality 
for many women on college 
campuses. Stranger assaults 
are traumatizing and rightly 
receive great attention. While 
images of sexual assault by a 
stranger saturate our cul­
tural consciousness of sexual 
violence, on campus, approxi­
mately 90 percent of women 
know the person who sexu­
ally assaulted or raped them, 
according to a 2000 study by 
the U.S. Department ctf Justice. 
The greatest number of sex­
ual assaults occurs between 
friends, acquaintances, and 
dating partners. On college 
campuses, approximately one 
in five women and one in 15 
men will experience sexual 
violence in their lifetime.
Widely held misconcep­
tions of false rape allegations 
contribute significantly to 
underreporting erf these crimes. 
FBI statistics suggest that 
false reports for sexual assault 
are similar to those of other 
crimes. Of larger concern is’ 
the fact that an estimated 64 
- 95percent of victims do not 
report crimes committed to 
them, making sexual assault 
the “silent epidemic”.
The prevalence of sexual
assault and rape is supported 
by a culture that must be 
countered. Men and women at 
GVSU must take responsibil­
ity and challenge myths and 
stereotypes surrounding sexual 
violence. This can start by 
shifting the conversation from 
what women can do to reduce 
their risk to what men can do 
to prevent/stop rape. While 
all men are not perpetrators, 
all men can play an important 
role in interrupting masculine 
norms which perpetuate sexual 
violence. Both men and wom­
en can interrupt sexist jokes 
and objectifying language, stop 
peers who are using alcohol 
as a tool to facilitate sexual 
assault, and confront abusive 
behavior. We should not 
only be looking to protect our 
friends at parties, we should be 
intervening when others act in­
appropriately or violently and 
educating ourselves and others 
about the degrees of violence.
If you or someone you 
know has experienced sexual 
assault, GVSU lias many 
resources available for stu­
dents. The Counseling Center, 
located in the Student Services 
building, is a place where you 
can confidentially seek help. 
Additionally, the Women’s 
Center, located at 1201 Kirk- 
hof Center, has a wealth of 
resources . You can also reach 
a representative by calling 
(616) 331-2748 or by email­
ing womenctr@gvsu.edu. If 
you are sexually assaulted you 
can contact the Grand Valley 
Police Department 24 hour 
non-emergency dispatcH ceriter 
at (616) 331-325$ of’ify&i 
need immediate help dial 911 
for an emergency.
GVSU Campus Violence 
Prevention Team
Satire was a
Hello,
I just wanted to share my 
thoughts after reading the editorial 
“There is only room for one holi­
day” by Chris Slattery. First off, I 
wanted to say that I do understand 
that it was an attempt at a satire, 
hopefully. However, it was a sad 
attempt that crossed many lines. 
While reading this article, I was 
personally called a heathen, and 
told to go back to my “hole in the 
ground” country of Hanukkahl­
and, where ever that is.
If he was in fact trying to bring 
to light the ridiculous facebook 
status that he disagreed with, there 
would have been countless other 
ways for him to stress his opinion. 
As a reader, I would have much 
rather read an article about how he 
was so proud to be an American, 
where we DO include everyone 
and ARE receptive to everyone’s 
individual beliefs and practices. 
This would have been a much 
more appropriate way to emphasize
sad attempt
the same point, without seriously 
offending people’s personal beliefs.
When I came to Grand Valley, 
one of the biggest downfalls to the 
school was the lack of diversity. I 
was assured (and after living here 
for two years believe) that Grand 
Valley is committed to diversify­
ing the community that we live 
in. When I read pieces like this, 
which is read by many people who 
sadly are ignorant to the practices 
of other religions, it sends the exact 
opposite message that is intended. 
As stated, I do believe that Grand 
Valley is committed to diversity 
but joking about issues like this is 
counter-affective to this goal.
I anxiously await hearing back 
from you, letting me know what 
steps will be taken to make sure 
that no one is ever again offended 
as much as I was while reading a 
Lanthorn article.
Thank you for your time,
NOAH ZUCKER
s
Disclaimer: Slattery is controversial
To Whom It May Concem-
I too, read Chris Slattery’s article 
in this week’s Lanthorn and I am 
not outraged, and am in no way 
near some angry outbreak as many 
of these other students seem to be . I 
do happen to be a religious Jewish 
adult that attends Grand Valley State 
University and I do think the article 
at least requires some sort of atten­
tion. My issue is not in fact with the 
article itself, but with The Lanthorn. 
If Mr. Slattery is known for being 
such a controversial writer, it is not 
his responsibility to censor his writ­
ing, but the operation he is writing 
for. The disclaimer put in the paper 
about his writing at the beginning of 
the year should be printed weekly 
to avoid any miscommunications 
such as this one. This entire outbreak 
of anger could/should have been 
avoided. I agree, people have overre­
acted to this issue, but it could have 
been completely avoided on your 
part. Just a thought for next time to 
avoid such animosity.
Thanks,
SAMMI FINE
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M. BASKETBALL 
Thomas named GLIAC 
Player of the Week
Senior guard James 
Thomas earned GLIAC North 
Player of the Week honors 
after leading the Grand Valley 
State University men's basket­
ball team to a pair of victories 
over the weekend.
Thomas turned in a career 
high 30 points to go along 
with 10 rebounds in 79-61 
victory over Ohio Dominican 
University.
The preseason ALL-GLIAC 
selection also shot 5-of-10 
from the field, scoring 15 
points as the Lakers defeated 
Tiffin University.
Thomas ranks second 
in the GLIAC in scoring and 
3-pointers made per game 
with 18.8 and three, respec­
tively
GVSU will be back in ac­
tion on Saturday when they 
take on Rochester College 
at 3 p.m. in the Fieldhouse 
Arena.
W. SOCCER
Six Lakers tabbed as
All-American
The Grand Valley State 
University women's soccer 
team had six different ath­
letes earn Paktronics All- 
America honors.
Senior defender Megan 
Brown and junior forward 
Ashley Botts received first 
team honors.
Brown helped the Lak­
ers record 16 shutouts while 
Botts led the team with 19 
goals and 10 assists.
Juniors Kayla Addison 
and Chelsea Parise and se­
nior Erin Mruz were named 
second team All-American.
Addison and Mruz com­
bined for 18 goals and 22 
assists on the season while 
Parise, the Laker goalkeeper, 
recorded 14 shutouts.
Junior Alyssa Mira round­
ed out the All-American se­
lections after being named to 
the third team. Mira helped 
the GVSU defense put up a 
0.30 goals against average.
FOOTBALL
Former GVSU lineman 
starts for Patriots
Former Grand Valley State 
University All-GLIAC lineman 
Nick McDonald earned his 
first NFL start on Sunday in 
the New England Patriots' 
31-24 victory over the India­
napolis Colts.
McDonald, an undrafted 
player who was a part of the 
Green Bay Packers' practice 
squad last season, was acti­
vated for the first time in his 
career on Sunday.
The Patriots picked up the 
6-foot-5, 310-pound second- 
year player on Sept. 16 after 
the defending Super Bowl 
champion Green Bay Pack­
ers cut him. After spending 
the majority of that time on 
the practice squad, made the 
start at center with Tom Bra­
dy and the rest of the Patriots' 
offense.
SCHEDULE
W. BASKETBALL 
Saturday vs. Rochester, 1 
p.m.
M.BASKETBALL 
Saturday vs. Rochester, 3 
p.m.
lAKEft
SUCCESS STORIES
Former Laker qualifies for Triathlon Worlds
By Melanie Huhn
GW. Staff Writer
T
he closest many people will ever 
come to representing our country on 
a national level will be yelling a “U- 
S-A” chant at their television monitors. But 
for a former Grand Valley State University 
cross country and track athlete, the chance 
to represent the U.S. at the 2012 Age Group 
World Triathlon Championships will give 
her a chance at a bigger splash in national 
• representation.
Performing well enough to finish within 
the top 18 runners in the 45-49 age group 
in Burlington, Va., at the National Cham­
pionships earlier this fall, Pam (Ruppert)
Freeman, 48, earned a spot on the U.S. 
national team, which will compete at the 
World Championships on Oct. 18 next year 
in Auckland, New Zealand.
“I have ran a total of 16 triathlons since 
starting in 2009,” Freeman said. “I first got 
into triathlons when people started suggest­
ing them to me when I was having trouble 
running road races with my foot injury, plan­
tar fasciitis. After my first race, I really com­
mitted myself and became a serious about 
my training because I loved it so much.”
Freeman graduated from GVSU in 1988 
with a bachelor’s degree in health sciences.
After transferring from Kalamazoo Val­
ley Community College, Freeman choose 
*WSU for its wMMtoslcal Tfferapy time of 1 hour. 
«... program and for a chance* tt>. rim at ftadl *
These a re the best 
times in my life. I am 
going to continue with 
this as long as I'm going 
in the right direction.**
if 'm I IM
Pam Freeman
GVSU alum
letic Director Tim Selgo. “Accomplishments 
such as this bring great recognition to Grand 
Valley State University reflect well on our 
school. Our congratulations go out to her.”
After her collegiate years, Freeman con­
tinued to run road races around the area, giv­
ing GVSU credit for starting her off on the 
right foot.
“If it wasn’t for my sister, Melissa, who 
talked me into running cross country in high 
school and Grand Valley have some amaz­
ing talent with hard work ethic, I wouldn’t 
be where I am today” she said. “When I 
first started triathlons I was my own coach. 
I taught myself how to swim and bike com­
petitively. You’re not going to mess with me 
in the water or on the bike. I am beast.”
At nationals, Freeman finished with a
only 19 sec- 
st due to the
m
! C '
w V
legiate level. She ran cross country and the 
3k during track and field season under then 
head coach Greg Bell. Her personal record 
in the 3K was 11 minutes and 7 seconds dur­
ing her senior season.
“We are always proud when our alums do 
great things as Pam has,” said GVSU Ath-
heat hazards during the race.
The race started of with a 750-meter 
swim that transitions into a 12.4-mile bike 
ride and culminated iti a 3.1-mile run to the 
finish. Freeman said it really it is not as bad 
as it sounds.
With the World Championships just a
Courtesy Photo /P»m Freeman
Biker Freeman competes at Nationals in Vermont.
little less than a year away, Freeman is in 
the middle of preseason training. She trains 
with the Trilanders, a local multi-sport club 
and personal trainer Mark Talbot from Kent­
wood. Together, they put together a program 
that will help Freeman learn and improve for 
the upcoming season.
“Pam is extremely supportive,” said Tri- 
landers member and training partner Tina 
Keesman. “She is a competitive beast, but 
while training she doesn’t put her ability 
above the rest. She is just very Intense — 
that’s who she is, and why she is so success­
ful.”
No matter the outcome at worlds, Free­
man said she will take pride in that she made 
it, but also stay serious about her goals.
“These are the best times of my life,” 
she said. “I am going to continue with this 
as long as I’m going in the right direction. 
Each year, I learn new things to during train­
ing about what to do and not to do. It’s a 
process. Just to get to the next level, I need 
more insight with more people. I don’t want 
this to be my only year. I am hoping to be 
back the next.”
huhnm @ lanthorn .com
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GV alums try out for Olympic rowing teams
By Zach Sepanik
GW. Staff Writer
Contrary to rowing “gently 
down the stream,” the sport of 
rowing takes a lot of hard work and 
dedication, attributes two alumni 
of Grand Valley State University 
and the club rowing program have 
demonstrated on their path all the 
way to the top.
Sarah Zelenka, 24, and Ross 
Anderson, 28, have had the privi­
lege to compete in several trials 
that will eventually lead to selec­
tion for the Olympic rowing team 
in the 2012 Summer Olympics in 
London.
“Sarah and Ross were no dif­
ferent than any top athlete in a 
successful program of any other 
sport,” said GVSU head coach 
John Bancheri. “They both sought 
to improve everyday in every way. 
They viewed setbacks as opportu­
nities to self-evaluate and identify 
any weaknesses they may have 
had, and also as a chance to im­
prove.”
During the weekend of Nov. 
12, Zelenka and Anderson com­
peted in the U.S. Rowing Fall 
Speed Orders. The event consisted 
of two groups, one on the East 
Coast and one on the West Coast, 
and involved ergometer and small 
boat testing.
Each Laker alumni competed 
with the East Coast group. Ander­
son participated in the Men’s lx 
and finished 9th with a time of 18 
minutes, 9 seconds. Meanwhile,
—
“.think rowing 
at Grand Valley 
was a really 
great and special 
experience yy
Courtesy Photo / John Bancheri 
The gold standard: GVSU alum Sarah Zelenka (middle left) poses with some of her 
teammates after winning the World Rowing Championship in the U.S. Women's 4.
Zelenka finished 4th in the Wom­
en’s 2- with a time of 17:10.
“Sarah is in the national team 
camp,” Anderson said. “I still have 
to fight to get into the camp and 
get a chance for the selection. If 
you are not in camp, you are try­
ing to get into a camp and she is 
fortunate enough to have been in­
vited.”
As far as the selection process 
goes, there are several ways to get 
chosen. An invitation to camps is 
the best start, and there are also tri­
als and other major events to help 
make one’s case for the Olympic 
team.-
To continue their rowing train­
ing, both athletes have moved on 
since their days at GVSU. Zelenka 
graduated in 2009 and now trains 
in Princeton, N J., while Anderson 
graduated in 2006 and trains in 
Philadelphia.
Sarah Zelenka
GVSU alum
“I think rowing at Grand Valley 
was a really great and special ex­
perience," Zelenka said. “It totally 
made me the rower I am today. We 
didn’t have a million resources and 
had to work really hard. Nothing 
was really handed to us. I think it 
really helped my work ethic a ton 
and my confidence in the sport.”
Bancheri initially got Zelenka
EE
rr
started on her current path in which 
she finds herself competing for a 
roster spot on the Olympic team.
“Coach Bancheri saw some­
thing in me and invited me to 
train with the varsity,” Zelenka 
said. “From that point, it was just 
training with older girls who knew 
. what they were doing. Getting on 
to the U-23 team was cod and 
from there it was getting invited to 
train with the national team. It has 
been a lot of hard work .”
All that effort paid off over the 
summer, however, when she won 
the International Rowing Federa­
tion (FISA) World Championships 
in the Women’s 4-. She has also 
won World Cup races in her career 
in the Women’s 8+ and 4-. The 
experiences have landed her in a 
group of 26 women competing for 
14 spots on the Olympic team in 
San Diego, Calif.
“We are in San Diego from Jan. 
1 through mid-March,” Zelenka 
said. “It is all training, basically 
getting ready in small boats and 
through different types of events. 
We have a race in pairs and it gives 
a way to see if you are moving a 
boat well.”
It will all come down to the 
national regatta race at the end 
of camp. The top four in the race 
will then go to the last camp which 
will decide who makes the Olym­
pic team. So, while all she can do 
is continue her hard work, it is a 
waiting game until mid-June for 
Zelenka to hear about her Olympic 
aspirations.
isepanik® lanthorn com
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DODGEBALL
. Lakers take out MSU, look ahead 
I to Chicago Dodgeball Open
GVL Archive
Return to glory: Senior Brian Savalle gets ready to attack at a past match. The Grand Valley State University 
dodgeball team had a strong showing Saturday in a 7-1 victory over Michigan State University. The Lakers 
will next see action when they participate in the Chicago Dodgeball Open Tournament on Jan. 15.
SKI AND SNOWBOARD
Courtesy photo / GVSU ski and snowboard team
Shreding the slopes: Members of the Grand Valley State University ski and snowboard team hit the 
slopes. The team recently made changes to allow students to join the club socially without participating 
in competitive action. The move helped increase the club's overall membership.
GVSU'S SKI AND 
SNOWBOARD 
TEAM GETS SOCIAL
By Jon Van Zytveld
GVL Staff Writer
O
n Saturday, the 
Grand Valley State 
University dodge­
ball club defeated rival 
Michigan State University at 
Fieldhouse Arena
^farThis season.
The 7-1 ton bumped the 
undefeated Lakers (5-0) up 
to a second-place regional 
ranking while ending the 
Spartans’ (4-1) undefeated 
streak and dropping them to 
third overall.
“It was nice to get a de­
cisive win at home in front 
of our crowds,” said GVSU 
captain Mark Trippiedi, a ju­
nior. “It was a great game for 
us. The last time we played 
was against Saginaw Valley, 
and we only won 2-1 then, so 
we were able to fix some of 
the problems we had against 
them for this game.”
The veteran Lakers came 
out strong in the first half, 
scoring three quick points 
before subbing in some new­
er players, who scored once 
more to close out the half. 
When the game resumed, 
the Lakers relaxed a bit, and 
despite another GVSU point 
early in the second half, the 
Spartans managed to slow 
down the play and steal a 
point.
The Lakers rallied in the
game.
“We did all the little 
things right,” said GVSU 
dodgeball treasurer Brian 
Savalle, a senior. “We were 
extremely accurate with our 
shots, and we played as a 
team. Communication was 
one thing that we did very 
well, particularly in the first 
half. We were missing some 
of our varsity guys, so we 
had some other players that 
had to step up, but I
think we ended up play­
ing a really strong game.”
The Lakers play next 
on Jan. 15 at the Chicago 
Dodgeball Open Tourna­
ment hosted by DePaul Uni­
versity, and the team plans 
to take a much needed rest 
before then.
“We practice three days 
a week,” said GVSU dodge­
ball president Dylan Fettig, 
a junior. “We’ll keep a low 
profile over break since we 
are getting so many injuries. 
So we’ll just take it easy for 
a bit and see where we’re at 
after winter break.”
The Lakers all agree that 
[ovfc 
"Skills
on the court in preparation 
for the NCDA^Nationals in 
April, which will be hosted 
by Saginaw Valley State 
University With the success 
they have had so far this sea­
son, the team said small im­
provements can only benefit 
it in the long run.
“We have to keep on 
working on communication 
so we can minimize our er­
rors on the court,” Savalle 
said. “When we’re playing 
against the top teams in the 
country later in Nationals, 
the little errors are the things 
that would kill us. If we can 
minimize errors, I think 
we’ll play successful dodge 
ball through the rest of the 
year.”
jvanzytveld@ lanthorn .com
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By Joe Maher-Edgin
GVL Staff Writer
If there is one student 
organization on Grand 
Valley State University’s 
campus that is itching for 
the first significant snow­
fall ul the season, it lias to 
be the §ki and snpwboard 
team.
The team will be hit­
ting the slopes next se­
mester with a larger-than- 
anticipated membership. 
New changes this year 
have brought a much more 
social aspect to the team 
in addition to its already 
competitive camaraderie.
“(Students) can just go 
and hang out with us all 
weekend,” said vice presi­
dent Stacey Knapp. “You 
get your ski passes and 
can stay with us, but don’t 
have to compete.”
In recent years, mem­
bers were part of the team 
that competed in five con­
ference races, with one in 
Kalamazoo Township at 
the Otsego Ski Club, three 
in Northern Lower Michi­
gan at Crystal and Schuss 
Mountain resorts and one 
in the Upper Peninsula in 
Marquette. The team typi­
cally participates in slalom 
events but may be adding 
snowboard cross and skier 
cross competitions this 
season.
“This year we decided 
to do something different 
... a lot of people have 
been asking if they can just 
come and ski for fun,” said 
team president Ryan Mal- 
i noski.
Malinoski said the team 
adopted the idea from GV- 
SU’s cycling club, which 
competes in various races 
in the midwest but wel­
comes student and faculty 
members for easy social 
rides.
-ircssR
me, I have no interest in 
racing whatsoever,’” Mal- 
inoski said
Team financial officer 
Eric Grahijhs said that they 
decided to make changes 
based on input and as a 
means to expand the team.
“The racing can get 
competitive at times, and 
some people aren’t at the 
same skill levels as others 
... they were more there 
go up a few weekends to 
go free skiing or snow-
COURTESY PHOTO / GVSU ski and snowboarding team 
Nice air: A member of the GVSU ski and snowboarding team catches 
big air on a slope. The club opened up its membership to non­
competitive members in order to bolster membership.
This year we decided to do 
something different... a lot 
of people have been asking if 
they can just come and ski for 
fun ... There are 15-20 people 
that were like, 'Hey, that's me,
I have no interest in racing 
whatsoever.'**
i
Ryan Malinoski
Team president
boarding,” Grabijas said. 
“We decided to add (social 
memberships) to hope­
fully boost membership.
,We think it worked
each weekend, so obvious­
ly social members won’t 
be paying that.”
The team will soon be 
^finalizing reservations for 
do have more people, Jthi^y htfcommodations for the 
year than I think we’ve five weekends beginning 
ever had.” in January. .Grabijas said
All three team members that they have closed the 
anticipated membership# rating roster for this year, 
to number between 40 and but encourages anyohe
50 this year. Grabijas indi­
cated that the appeal may 
be from the reduced cost of 
social memberships.
“This year they are 
$400 a person if you are 
racing, with $350 if you 
are not racing,” Grabijas 
said. “There are five week­
ends and a $10 racing fee
interested in social mem­
berships to contact one of 
the officers. The teanj’s 
information may be foufid 
on the QysU Student Life 
list of organizations and bn 
their Face book page.
jmaheredxin® 
lanthorn xom
1 V
PRESENTED BYTHE GRAND VALLEY LANTHORN
Need a place to 
sleep pext year?
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let the Lanthorn help you out 
with the GVSU Off-Campus 
Housing website
• Find a roommate with
FREE Classifieds!
• Search Local Housing
Options
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visit www.lanthorn.com to read about the women's lacrosse team preparation for its inaugural season
Women's lacrosse beats other clubs for varsity spot
■ "a
MARCH 18 -VAN ANDEL ARENA
ON SALE SATURDAY. DEC. 10 AT 10AM
By Brady Fredericksen
GVL Sports Editor
S
tarting this spring, 
Grand Valley State 
University’s women’s 
lacrosse team will begin on 
its inaugural season. While 
the program is still in its 
- infancy, the decision to go 
with women’s lacrosse as the 
newest addition left some 
club sports, including one of 
the school’s most successful 
club sports in women’s row­
ing, feeling left out.
GVSU Athletic Director 
Tim Selgo, who oversees all 
varsity sports at the univer­
sity, said the school initially 
considered rowing, bowling 
and lacrosse and is currently 
in year three of implement­
ing the lacrosse program.
After hiring head coach 
Alicia Groveston on Jan. 
12 last year, the team was 
officially formed and will 
begin competitive play this 
year. Being in the third year 
of that five-year plan, the 
school will continue to add 
money for scholarships and 
expand the program further 
in the final two years.
“We, on an annual ba­
sis, audit our programs on 
where were at in regards to 
Title IX and we thought it 
was time to expand our of­
fering of women’s sports,” 
Selgo said. “I think that one 
of the primary factors is that 
there are more colleges and 
universities in Division II 
that offer lacrosse as a spon­
sored sport than rowing. We 
just didn’t see other schools 
that were going to add row­
ing as a sport and we could 
see more and more adding 
women’s lacrosse.”
The number of high school
Courtesy Photo / grandvalleyrowlng.com
Big fi*h In a small pond: Members of the women's rowing team pull during a past Wichita Frostbite Regatta. The club sport, which has seen great success within the past few years, was 
a candidate to become Grand Valley State University's newest varsity sport, but GVSU Athletics officials instead chose women's lacrosse to fulfill Title IX compliance.
teams, specifically locally, 
participating in lacrosse also 
played a factor in the school’s 
decision to go with it over 
rowing or bowling.
“Lacrosse is exploding at 
the youth level,” Selgo said. 
“It’s a nice fit for us because 
it’s a sport very similar to 
soccer, only soccer is a fall 
championship sport and la­
crosse is spring.”
The Lakers’ league will 
have five teams next year 
and hopefully six participat­
ing schools added shortly 
after, Selgo said. The team 
will also compete against 
some GLLAC opponents.
GVSU’s first varsity 
sport, rowing, was also in 
consideration for the pro­
gram. A part of the school 
since 1964, rowing re­
mained a varsity sport until 
1980 before being cut and 
subsequently saved by for­
mer wrestling coach Dr. Jim 
Scott and other alumni.
Since then, the program 
has seen its share of success 
and regularly competes all 
across the country against 
Division I varsity teams.
“The real issue is that many 
other schools in the GLLAC 
don’t have rowing teams,” 
said Bob Stoll, associate dean
of the Office of Student Life. 
“Rowing is a good example 
of a club program being suc­
cessful, but with it being a 
club and not involved with 
the NCAA, it lacks the level 
of support that an NCAA 
sport would require.”
That support comes from 
scholarships and other ex­
penses that would be paid 
for if the team were a mem­
ber of the NCAA. Those stu­
dents who participate in the 
rowing team pay $1,200 in 
dues a year and are “home 
grown,” said GVSU head 
coach John Bancheri, whose 
team competes in regattas
from San Diego, Calif., to 
England, competing against 
the likes of Harvard Uni­
versity and the University 
of Cambridge and Univer­
sity of Oxford in the Henley 
Royal Regatta.
“If you look at what 
we’ve produced, it’s amaz­
ing compared to our re­
sources,” Bancheri said. 
“Over time you’ve had all 
this great support of the 
alumni and the work of the 
students and student life. 
They’ve helped to build a 
great program”
The success on a national 
stage has made them one of
the top club sports at GVSU. 
They also boasted one of the 
highest GPAs (3.4) of all 
sports on campus last sea­
son. Despite their status at 
the club level, Bancheri said 
the team is fine where they 
are if they’re supported at 
the level they need to be.
“We’re running and we’re 
competing at a high level. 
We figure a lot of ways to 
make it work,” he said. “We 
are a diamond in the rough at 
a great university, and if the 
diamond is shining as bright 
as it is, I say let it shine and 
support it.”
sports @ lanthorn jcom
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By Briana Doolan
GVLA&E Editor
T
he Grand Valley State University theater depart­
ment will show GV the silver lining and remind 
the community how enchanting love can be with 
its upcoming performance of “Almost, Maine.” 
“Almost, Maine,” which opens tonight in the Louis Arm­
strong Theater in the Performing Arts Center on GVSU’s 
Allendale Campus and runs through Sunday, is a romantic 
comedy being put on as part of the university’s Performance 
Studio Series, which features student-run productions be­
yond the four mainstage shows that are often student-direct­
ed, designed and performed.
Events also irtfclude workshops, class projects and fac­
ulty and student collaborations.
“The Performance Studio Series is a project for the most 
advanced student directors, so they don’t need much super­
vising as a rule,” said Karen Libman, faculty advisor»for 
the show.
The 90-minute performance will be comprised of nine 
short, real-life scenes in which the audience will get a 
glimpse into a moment of different relationships, all tak­
ing place in Maine. The scenes take place mid-winter under 
the Northern Lights in Almost, Maine, a fictional town. The 
people who live in this town find themselves falling in and 
out of love. Through these experiences they learn different 
lessons of the heart.
The themes are straightforward and simplistic, giving 
almost all the spotlight and creative advantage to the ac­
tors, who portray characters who are experiencing love in a 
very realistic sense. While matters of the heart can typically 
weigh heavily, the performances capture a comedy about 
love to keep the performances lighthearted.
For these performances, the theater set up has been 
changecf'fb rfffnfic a black-box theater, a unique feature 
GVSU does not offer. The typical seating in the theater will 
not be used; instead, on-stage seating will be utilized. Those 
who wish to attend should know that seats are limited; the 
black-box theater seats 120 attendees per performance.
The curtain will go up at 7:30 p.m. today, Friday and 
Saturday, with 2 p.m. matinees on Saturday and Sunday. 
General admission tickets cost $6, with a $1 price increase 
for tickets purchased on the day of the performance.
“The characters are all fairly realistic,” said Jason Flan­
nery, a senior theater major who will appear as a few of 
the male characters in “Almost, Maine.” “But the circum­
stances in which they find themselves often drift into the 
metaphoric, or rather, the magical.”
Joseph Cox, a senior theater major who has appeared in 
a number of plays at GVSU, including September’s perfor­
mance of “Twelfth Night,” will direct.
“Just like in life, it doesn’t always work out,” Cox said. 
“(The performance) will remind people that love is difficult 
and life is hard, but there is always a silver lining for those 
open to receive it.”
Cox said he is excited to experience theatre from a new 
perspective as a director rather than an actor.
“As'someone of the male persuasion I’m always hesitant 
to admit how much romantic comedies enchant me,” Cox 
said. “I enjoy nothing more than being reminded that de­
spite the difficulties of courtship love, it can and will work 
out for people who are true to themselves ahd honest to 
those around them.”
Flannery said he was excited to finally work under a stu­
dent director.
“I wanted to be in a show. I love acting and theatre and 
just being a part of things,” he said. “It’s a fresh experience, 
and one that’s been a lot erf fun to work on.”
Flannery said that live theatre as an art form is no longer 
as valued as it should be.
“It’s so much more personal than seeing a movie, in the 
same way that going to a concert is better than listening to a 
CD,” Flannery said. “Moreover, (theater) is just something 
you have to do in person. And this is a great show for it. It’s 
inexpensive, it’s student-directed and designed and it’s just 
plain fun. I assure any prospective audience members that 
they will have a good time, that they will laugh and that they 
may learn something about love. And really, what’s more 
important than that?”
"It’s a funny and warm piece that everyone can identify 
with. It’s about love, and relationships and the power of hu­
man beings to connect with each other,” Libman said. “It’s 
a great 90 minute study break at this stressful time of the 
semester. It’s only $6, which is less than a movie and I can 
guarantee that (everyone) will love it.”
Jack T. Lane, Louis Armstrong production and box of­
fice manager, encouraged people to see “Almost. Maine” 
because there are so few opportunities for live theater 
“Live theater only lives for that moment so for that rea­
son alone, everyone should try to attend,” Lane said “There 
is so much a person can learn from a performance because 
you become part of the characters and that magic can alter 
a person** understanding. Most entertainment can provide a 
person with new perspectives, but live performances are al­
ways different and can impact people in a variety of ways."
arts® lanthorn .com GVL / Erfc CoulterAN th* world * a stage: Students perform scenes during a dress rehearsal of'Almost Maine,’ which opens tonight at 7:30 p.m. in the Louis Armstrong 
Theater, located in the Performing Arts Center on GVSU's Allendale Campus. The performance, which Is directed by GVSU senior Joe Cox, explores moments 
of love between various couples in the fictional town of Almost, Maine. Tickets for the show cost $6 in advance, or $7 on the day of the performance
...This is a great 
show... It's inexpensive, 
it's student-directed 
and designed and 
it's just plain fun. I 
assure any prospective 
audience members 
that they will have 
a good time, that 
they will laugh, and 
that they may learn 
something about love. 
And really, what's more 
important than that?**
Jason Flannery
Senior theater major, 
'Almost, Maine'actor
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Free Classifieds for 
Students, Faculty and Staff 
Classifieds@Lanthorn.com
Some mtriclitnt apply
M
a ace For Commerciol Rotes (oil (616) 331 2460 Classifieds@Lonthorn.com
Announcements
“Interested in Advertising?” 
Come check out GV Ad Club 
on Monday nights in MAK 
BLL 110. Join other passion­
ate ad stuentsfor agency 
tours, workshops, network­
ing and much more! Check 
out our Facebook page for 
more info!
What do you want to change 
in the world? Visit 
www.gvsu.edu/socialjustice 
to enroll in the Change U 
revolution.
The Bank of Holland 
Job Title: Professional Devel­
opment Program 
Location: Holland, Ml 
Search Job ID: 15560155 
For more information visit 
www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs/
Housing
Roommates
2 roommates needed. 
Jan-July2012. Campus West 
Townhouse. 4bed/2bath. 
$320/month. Dogs allowed. If 
interested, contact Amanda 
via call/text 616-570-7192.
Services
Visit Mug Shots for weekend 
drink specials. Thursday $4 
Long Islands, Friday Close­
out Selects $2 U-call It’s, 
Saturday $3 Three-Olives 
Vodka. Located next to 
Mancino’s.
Employment
Rapid-Line
Job Title: ERP: Project Coor­
dinator
Location: Wyoming, Ml 
Search Job ID: 15560255 
For more information visit 
www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs/
lakerJOM
1 female needed ASAP, 
Campus View townhouse. 
December’s rent already 
paid. Willing to negotiate fees 
and utilities. $425/month. 
Feel free to contact Nicole at 
clauchen@mail.gvsu.edu or 
(517-630-1653) with any 
questions.
Female subleaser needed! 
Winter 2012. Campus View 
Apts. 2 bedrooms, Rent is 
$375/month plus utilities (to­
taling $20/month). Im willing 
to pay half of the security de- 
posit. Email
dearingk@mail.gvsu.edu if in­
terested.
Female Subleaser Needed! 
I’m graduating in December 
and my former subleaser 
backed out at the last min­
ute. I’m moving out of state 
and can’t pay for ail of my 
expenses. Willing to pay se­
curity deposit and lease fee 
at Country Place. Contact 
knouseh@mail.gvsu.edu if in­
terested.
Internships
Michigan's Adventure 
Job Title: Internal Audit In­
ternship 2012 
Location: Muskegon, Ml 
Salary: $10/hr.
Hours: 42-48 hrs.
Search Job ID: 15560166 
For more information visit 
www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs/
Oceans Discovery
Job Title: Shark Cage Diving
Internship
Location: South Africa 
Search Job ID: 1556027 
For more information visit 
www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs
RC Productions, Inc.
Job Title: Marketing Intern 
Location: Muskegon, Ml 
Hours: 20-30 hrs.
Search Job ID: 15560181 
For more information visit 
www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs
Advantage Health Physicians 
Network
Job Title: Media, Film, and 
Audio/Video Intern 
Location: Grand Rapids, Ml 
Hours: 10 + hrs. .
Search Job ID: 15560120 
For more information visit 
www .g vsu. edu/lakerjobs
Haworth Inc.
Job Title: Finance Intern 
Location: Holland, Ml 
Salary: Paid
Search Job ID: 15560355 
For more information visit 
www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs
Sable Homes 
Job Title: Marketing 
Location: Rockford, Ml 
Salary: Paid 
Hours: 30 hrs.
Search Job ID: 15560144 
For more information visit 
www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs/
The Down Syndrome Asso­
ciation of West Michigan 
Job Title: Communications 
Intern
Location: Grand Rapids, Ml 
Salary: Unpaid 
Search Job ID: 15560135 
For more information visit 
www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs/
College Pro
Job Title: Summer 2012 
Management
lnternship:Franchise Man­
ager
Location:Grand Rapids,Ml 
Salary: Paid Internship 
Email David at 
dleveque@collegepro.com or 
visit www.gvsu.edu/laker- 
jobs/
J&L Marketing Inc.
Job Title: Promotion Coordi­
nator
Location: Grand Rapids, Ml 
Salary: Paid
Search Job ID: 15560289 
For more information visit 
www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs
Miscellaneous
Get Caught Promotion. Rules 
and Restrictions. Only one 
student or faculty is a winner 
per issue. Readers will be 
chosen at random through­
out the week on campus. 
The prize awarded is 
to-be-determined at random 
but may include gift cards, 
t-shirts, etc. Winners are re­
quested to have their picture 
taken and answer some 
questions to be published in 
the Lanthorn.
Opportunities
Bartending. High income 
potential. Training courses 
available.Call 
1-800-965-6520 ext. 226
(Masters
puzzles presented by
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Find the listed words in the diagram They run in all directions - 
forward, backward, up. down and diagonally.
Charyn
Co lea
Fish River 
Fraser
Grand
Hells
Horseshoe
Kings
Logan
Nine Mile 
Shnizow
Tara River
Tsangpo | 
Valla
Waimea j
® 2011 King Features Synd , Inc All rights reserved
CryptoQuip
This is a simple substitution cipher in which each letter used stands 
for another If you think that X equals O, it will equal O throughout 
the puzzle Solution is accomplished by tnal and error
Clue: X equals T
R'O P XQZB VTIITRLLBZQ TH 
LBPHTTJ. R LZWWTLB XNPX LTOB 
VTZMJ VPMM OB PI PHRLNRTIPJT.
© 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.
GO FIGURE! Linda Thistle
S. r>: <cv t - | w. _Gvsu hs
I ' ,
Medial
The idea of Go Figure is to arrive 
at the figures given at the bot­
tom and right-hand columns of 
the diagram by following the 
arithmetic signs in the order 
they are given (that is, from left 
to right and top to bottom). Use 
only the numbers below the 
diagram to complete its blank 
squares and use each of the 
nine numbers only once.
DIFFICULTY: * *
★ Moderate ★ ★ Difficult 
★ ★ ★ GO FIGURE!
MIGHTYminis
CHANGE
Change the worldl 
£nrc* In «he nevoMbnJ
Gaty Willickfrs
ROHMB
located In 48 West
ONLY $10 PER ISSUE for more information
call 616 5?l 2464
.. . A rj:; i.otGsirft ndt ,..i-.:rio'hso a/adl to!
Weekly SUDOKU
by Linda Thistle
1 7 4
8 4 1
6 2 8
9 5 7
2 1 3
5 6 2
7 4 3
1 7 9
9 5 6
Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way 
that each row across, each column down and 
each small 9-box square contains all of the 
numbers from one to nine.
DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ★
★ Moderate ★ ★ Challenging 
★ ★ ★ HOO BOY!
Puzzle 
Solutions
1 2 3 4 5 7 8
O 2011 King Feature* Syndicate.
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Behind the curtain: Senior theater major Sophie Ni performs in "Twelfth NjghfThe actress has appeared in almost 
every performance GVSU has put on during her four years at the university, most recently in "Crimes of the Heart"
Passion, hard work drive theater student
By Brian Ledtke
GVL Staff Writer
Sophie Ni, a senior the­
ater major at Grand Valley 
State University, has been in 
almost every theater produc­
tion that GVSU has put on in 
the last four years, from the 
Shakespeare productions to 
the main stage shows.
Most recently, Ni was 
one of the leads in “Crimes 
of the Heart.” Ni credits film 
as the catalyst that made her 
want to pursue theater, and 
loves seeing how actors live 
in the worlds that have been 
created.
“I have wanted to act 
ever since I first saw ‘The 
Mask’ with Jim Carey as a 
little girl,” Ni said.
While Ni clearly has a 
love for the stage, that’s 
not all she does. As well as 
performing, Ni is the secre­
tary of the Alpha Psi Omega 
theatre fraternity, a member 
of Pseudo Improv She is 
also in the honors college 
and is a member of Pseudo 
Improv, the improvisational 
troupe on campus.
“I think Sophie could 
provide other students with a 
good perspective of balanc­
ing the rigors of a produc­
tion and still maintaining a 
good GPA,” said Jack Lane, 
box office manager of the 
Louis Armstrong Theater.
Ni said it is a euphoric 
thrill to create a character to 
live inside.
“I imagine it’s something 
similar to how Doctor Fran­
kenstein felt when he was 
bringing life into dead tis­
sue.” Ni said.
She said she believes act­
ing is essentially taking dif­
ferent pieces from our lives 
that we’ve seen or experi­
enced. slapping it together
and then breathing life into 
all of it.
“To see your own cre­
ation take form and impact 
an audience, whether it be 
on film or on stage, is sim­
ply breathtaking,” Ni said.
Sophomore theater ma­
jor Taylor Barton said Ni 
has been a role model and 
mentor for both herself and 
other underclassmen in the 
department.
“She has a spark that 
drives her, and enables her 
to take on ideas the rest of 
us only dream about,” Bar­
ton said.
Acting, though, is a tough 
career choice, and Ni said 
she would not have been 
able to do it without the sup­
port of her parents.
“Acting is a hard thing 
for a lot of parents to sup­
port their children doing, 
but my parents have been 
amazing.” Ni said.
Despite being a tough 
profession, she said she is 
pursuing it because acting 
isn’t one of those profes­
sions where you just go 
through the concrete steps to 
find a job and then have that 
job for most of your life.
“Acting is something that 
will literally integrate every 
comer and branch of your 
life, and in many ways that 
makes you see how huge 
and amazing your life really 
is.” Ni said.
Once graduated, she said 
she plans on moving to Los 
Angeles in the summer and 
will also be developing her 
career in China. She said she 
hopes to bridge the United 
States and Chinese film in­
dustries together.
For those who look to 
follow in her footsteps she 
says her biggest advice is 
to just follow your intuition 
and don’t be afraid to make
She has 
a spark that 
drives her, and 
enables her to 
take on ideas 
the rest of us 
only dream 
about.**
Taylor Barton
Sophomore 
theater major
big choices.
“Acting as a career is a 
huge choice as it is, let that 
kind of determination and 
confidence show in your 
acting,” Ni said.
Ni will be missed here at 
GVSU once she graduates, 
especially among those in 
the theater community.
“Sophie has done an im­
mense amount for GVSU’s 
theatre department, not only 
by bringing in her own ex­
ceptional talent on stage, but 
by helping to build the com­
munity up for theatre kids 
in a way that gives a person 
hope for what could really 
be at Grand Valley,” Barton 
said.
Full of optimism and 
passion, Ni said her love 
for theater and acting comes 
down to living life at its full­
est.
“With this one chance at 
life that I get, I want to live 
through as many stories as I 
possibly can,” Ni said.
bledtke @ lanthorn .com
Spreading the sound
Courtesy Photo Tyler Howe t
Making it happen: Tyler Howe drums during a Grand Rapids perfomance. Howe, who describes himself 
as a musician of average talent, has put his networking skills to the test to build his fledgling career.
GV musician 
uses web series, 
networking to 
spread music
By Stephanie Allen
GVL Staff Writer
Tyler Howe knows he 
isn’t the best musician in 
the world, or even in his 
hometown of Grand Rap­
ids, Mich. He said he isn’t 
anything “crazy special,” 
just average, but he thinks 
he has something other tal­
ented musicians lack - the 
drive to network.
He uses that networking 
drive to find new opportu­
nities everywhere. This fall, 
he acted in a web series 
with YOBI.TV and is cur­
rently recording with the 
Grand Rapids band East of 
Ransom.
At 21, the Grand Val­
ley State University senior 
knows what he wants to 
do with his life, and it has 
nothing to do with his ad­
vertising and public rela­
tions degrees: he wants to 
perform.
Eight years ago, Howe 
received a guitar for his 
birthday and taught himself 
how to play. A year later, he 
asked for a drum set. He fell 
in love.
“I thought that’d be so 
cool if I could have some­
one come over and play 
drums while I play guitar,” 
Howe said. “We can jam.”
After having the drum 
set in the basement for a 
while, he decided to pick up 
the sticks. He never expect­
ed they’d be his favorite 
instrument, but an excited 
smile takes over his face 
when he talks about the 
shiny blue PDP X7 Maple 
drums.
He started dabbling in 
the Grand Rapids music 
scene in high school and 
has played guitar in two
different bands. The first 
one was awful, he joked, 
but the second gained some 
recognition around the city, 
opening for national bands 
like Powerman 5000.
He has performed at 
Spectrum Health, the In­
tersection, Crossroads 
Bible Church and many 
other venues around West 
Michigan. Howe said play­
ing drums for Crossroads, 
especially, gives him a rush 
because the services pro­
vide an audience of 400 to 
500 people. He said he gets 
nervous at first, but after the 
first couple of seconds, it 
goes away and he can rock 
out. His faith has provided 
motivation and the strength 
to carry on despite adver­
sity, Howe said.
Along with his involve­
ment with East of Ransom, 
he has worked with mul­
tiple Grand Rapids artists. 
He played drums on Cor­
nerstone University alumna 
Megan Tibbetts’ new al­
bum, “When Life is So,” 
which was released earlier 
this year, and worked with 
country artist Ryan Gal­
lagher, now based out of 
Los Angeles.
His latest project, the 
YOBI.TV web series “New 
Stage,” made him step out 
of his musical comfort 
zone. Howe landed the role 
on the series after finding a 
casting call online and sub­
mitting his music for the 
show, which features Mike 
“The Situation” Sorrentino 
of MTV’s “Jersey Shore” 
and airs Tuesdays through 
December.
“It was amazing.” Howe 
said. “Getting to work with 
Mike was hilarious. We got 
to talk about Jersey Shore 
and just about his life grow­
ing up. It was fun seeing the 
‘real’ him.”
“New Stage” is a 13-ep­
isode spoof of TV talent 
shows; Howe plays a mu­
sician competing in the 
singing contest, while Sor­
rentino portrays a judge.
Along with performing 
music, Howe had to learn 
how to act for the behind 
the scenes clips.
“It was weird,” he said. 
“I didn’t kriow I was going 
to (act) when I applied for 
it. It’s hard to know what 
you sound like — you have 
to just trust the director.”
Although he said it was 
nerve-wrecking, he would 
love to do it again, he said. 
He joked that it was a little 
weird getting used to wear­
ing make-up, but by the end 
of the week’s filming, he 
was a fan.
“I was like, ‘Wow. my
love Grand 
Rapids. I want 
to do traveling 
with music, but 
I always want 
to be based 
out of here **
Tyler Howe
GVSU senior
face looks really smooth,”’ 
he said.
Howe describes him­
self as “weird “and “a gi­
ant 5-year-old” when he’s 
with his friends. His family 
and friends are his biggest 
supporters and as an only 
child, his parents are his ev-. 
erything.
“They build me up and 
tell me how awesome I 
am. but also bring me back 
down to reality and tell me 
to work on things,” he said.
With the help of his faith 
and his family, he wants to 
stay true to his values and 
to his hometown.
“I love Grand Rapids,” 
Howe said. “I want to do 
traveling with music, but I 
always want to be based out 
of here.”
sallen@lanthorn .com
Seniors perform their final farewells
GVL / Irlc Coulter
Preparation: Dancers rehearse for the Senior Dance Concert, which is free on Friday.
By Rene Rodriguez
GVL Staff Writer
The winter semester is coming 
to a close, and some Grand Valley 
State University students are pre­
paring to don their caps and gowns 
during Saturday’s commencement 
ceremony.
The graduating senior class of 
GVSU’s dance department will 
perform one last hurrah at the Se­
nior Dance Concert, located in the 
Louis Armstrong Theater of the 
Performing Arts Center on Friday 
and Saturday at 8 p.m.
“Students will get to see many 
different viewpoints of dance, and 
how each piece can be interpreted 
differently by each person,” said 
Kelsey Byrd, a senior dance major. 
“Dance is universal and is always 
changing.”
The concert will entail featured 
dance performances from various 
senior dancers. There will be sev­
eral dance genres featured in the 
pieces, as well as one large piece 
choreographed by one of the se­
niors.
The concert is organized in 
conjunction with the senior cap­
stone course, in which the seniors 
learn to produce their own dances, 
techniques and performances.
Three of the senior dancers will 
each present what they learned 
during the course in the upcoming 
concert. Each dance features dif­
ferent styles and different unique 
music selections that explore emo­
tion and different interpretations 
of life. Byrd will present “Where 
Will You Stand?” a dance dealing 
with daily pressures; senior Aman­
da Charlton will perform "Static 
Existence.” which investigates
the evolution of human relation­
ships in a dance and senior Katy 
Mervich will present “Perpetual 
Guidance,” a contemporary ballet 
piece.
“I’m extremely lucky to be 
here with the GV dance depart­
ment,” Charlton said. “I feel as if 
I’ve grown immensely as an art­
ist in my four years here, and I’ve 
learned many valuable lessons and 
done tons of networking while I’ve 
been here as well.”
The dances are the result of 
everything these seniors have 
learned at GVSU and are the fi­
nale of their college career. In ad­
dition tho those performances will 
be self-choreographed solos, trios 
and various other pieces.
“Students will get to see very 
talented and hard-working danc­
ers,” Mervich said. “These senior 
shows really bring the dancers
together to connect on a more 
personal level with each other be­
cause not only are they performing 
in a show but they are performing 
for their senior dancers. It’s a great 
way to say goodbye to our dance 
family.”
The performance is free arid 
open to the public; however, do­
nations are accepted. For more 
information, visit www.gvsu.edu/ 
dance or contact professor Shawn 
T. Bible at bibles@gvsu.edu.
rrodriftuez ® lanthorn £om
Fa
ll 2
01
1 G
ra
du
at
es
!
C2 Grand Valiey LanthornTHURSDAY, DECEMBER 08, 2011
Congratulations 
to the fall class of
2011!
Commencement Ceremony
Van Andel Arena
The Lanthorn congratulates the entire fall 
class of 2011. This congratulate your graduate 
section was a limited time opportunity. We 
appologize for any families that were unable to 
include their graduate due to the time frame. 
Thank you ana congratulations graduates!
December 10,2011
#
10a.m.
Alessandro Marino Sgambati
Alisyn Marie Wilcox
Amber Lynn Griffin
Alessandro,
We are so proud of you and 
the person you have 
become
Keep Pursuing your goals! 
Love,
Dad, Mom and Stefania
Amber,
Best of Everything for You! 
omedetoo! Gozaimasu kokoro 
kara anata o aishite imasu 
You Earned It. katazukemasu 
is still waiting
We are so Proud of YOU!
Alisyn,
Do not follow where the path 
may lead Go instead, where 
there is no path and leave a 
trail. We are extremely proud 
of your many accomplish­
ments. Congratulations!!!
Love, Mom & Dad
Grand Valley Lanthorn
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Aaron Baltazar BeltranlAlexander Joseph Ahee
Aaron,
Congratulations to Aaron! YOU DID 
IT! We are SO PROUD of YOU! All 
your hard work and determination 
has lead you to this very special 
day. Aaron, your journey 
continues...only wishing you the 
very best, forever and all ways.
Love you to the moon & back,
Mom & Dad Your leadership and work ethic has helped you achieve 
great success thus far and for that we are proud of 
everything that you have accomplished. You are a great 
person with a big heart and you’re a true inspiration to our 
entire family. As your journey in life continues we will all still 
be in the bleachers cheering you on!
We Love you!
'.V
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Angela
Christopher
When you do your best and 
you really try. the results are 
excellent and you are living 
proof of that. 
Congratulations!
Your family is so very proud 
of your accomplishments in 
your GVSU coursework as 
well as on the volleyball 
court! Much love and 
happiness!Love You Dad, Mom, 
Joseph, Teresa, Martin 
Ashtar
We are so proud of you! 
Congratulations on your 
graduation and acceptance 
into the Physical Therapy 
Doctorate program!
Your college graduation 
Fills us with love and pride.
We always knew that you could 
do whatever you really tried.
Love Mom, Dad and Nick 
Grandma and Grandpa
We are always proud of 
you! We always knew you 
would make it.
Remembering your first 
steps and your journey so 
far, keep making your mark 
on the world. We’re so proud 
of you and all that you have 
achieved!
Love ya and peace out, 
Dad, Mom & Adam
ove MomUncTHaJ
You're off to Great Places! 
Today is your day! Your 
mountain is waiting, So... get 
on your way!
Dr. Seuss Love, Mom, Dad 
Melanie, Julianne
Geoffrey
You held on and perservered! 
Give God the Glory! Clutivate 
your curiosities. Develop your 
dreams! Enjoy every 
extraordinary experience! 
Persue your Passion! Pay it 
forward!
Much love, 
“Families United
Angela Jarjis Christopher Kliewer
Betsy Jean Sielaff
Brady Harrison Daniel Robert Zanetti
Elise Marie Blackney
Geoffrey M. Murry
Grand Valley Lanthorn
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Heather Knouse
Heather,
Keep rising to the top! We 
are so proud of you and the 
woman you have become, 
keep pursuing all your 
dreams and goals.
Love,
Your Family
Jovaun G. Royal
Jovaun,
Congratulations! Seek, 
discover, and embrace the 
richness of life. Never forget 
the value of persistance, 
discipline, and determination. 
GOD BLESS YOU with 
happiness in everything you 
do!
LOVE YOU, your family
Holly Nichole Yee
Holly,
We are so proud of you. 
Never stop dreaming Your 
future lies before you. “Shoot 
for the moon Even if you 
miss, you’ll land among the 
stars."
Love, Mom & Dave
Kaitlyn Beth VanStrien
Kaitlyn,
You were cute in this picture, and proud you 
learned to ride this bicycle without training 
wheels.
Today you are beautiful, and proud of even a 
greater accomplishment.
You still have that same drive, determination, 
and commitment to everything you set your 
mind too, and we are still very proud of you.
Love,
Mom, Dad & Grandma
Jessica Marie Kent IKaren stePhanie Hain
We are so proud of all that you have 
accomplished in every area of your life. No matter 
what has come your way, you always carry 
yourself with grace and style. It is difficult to 
describe how much we love you or the amount of 
joy you continually bring to our lives.
Thank you Jess for such a remarkable woman and 
such a wonderful daughter. t i
We love you, 
Dad and Missy
Congratulations. We know 
you worked hard. Good luck 
in the future. The world is 
better with you in it.
We love you,
Dad, Mom, and Matt '
Laura Ambers
I
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Maya Alexandra Soter
Congratulations!
We are all so proud of you. 
Keep up the good work. 
Your Mom and Grampa will 
be smiling down at you.
Love,
Nana
l L
Lauren Ashleigh Purdy
Megan Elizabeth HainerLisa M. Barber
Emanuel Johnson
Dear Bossman,
It has been a pleasure working with you for the past 
two semesters. Thank you for being the faithful 
Editor-in-Chief of the Lanthorn, for taking heat, and 
for being a fearless leader.
Megan,
From Wee World to the “Real” 
World with deeetermination! 
We’er proud, happy, and 
excited to watch your next 
chapter unfold.
Love to googolplex and beyond, 
Mamma & Papa John
Lauren,
Look how you have 
changed..You have become 
such a beautiful young lady. 
May you keep your dreams in 
sight and never stop 
pursuing them...We Love You 
Very Much !!!
Love Always,
Mom & Dad
I d
II
Lisa,
Time is not measured by the 
passing of years but by what 
one does, and achieves I 
am so proud of you Lisa for 
your perseverance, strength 
and determination.
Love, Mom
Melinda Elaine Miller,
It seems like just yesterday 
we were taking you for your 
- first day of preschool; now 
* you’re a college graduate! 
We are enormously proud 
of you and the woman you 
have become. May you live 
life to its
fullest and find great 
happiness in everything 
you do.
All our love,
Mom & Dad Kyle & 
Aunt Julie
tr
Wherever you go, go with 
all your heart. -Confucius
Yours truly,
L.B.
Kendall, Kayla, Val 
and Sam
We wish you success in 
whatever the next
chapter of your life 
will bring you.
We will never forget 
you, or the legacy 
you left at the 
Lanthorn.
Melinda Elaine Miller
H
H
M
H
M
M
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Melissa Rae Piets Sara Baker
Melissa,
You've always had drive!
May the road you choose ful­
fill your hopes and dreams. 
We’re so proud of you and 
the beautiful woman you 
have become.
Your biggest fans.
Mom & Dad
Stand tall, you did it with 
honors! You are ready to 
face new challenges. 
Maintain your momentum 
and passion for adventure. 
Your family is so proud of 
you.
Michael Edwin Martin Stephanie Zary
Michael,
I am so pround on how far you have 
come in your accomplishments since 
first day met freshman year. You 
have already started to pursue your 
dreams, and I cannot wait to see what 
you accomplish in the future. I know 
you have a lot to give and will do great 
things throughout your life
Love always,
Randi
Stephanie,
Congratulations Stephanie! 
We love you and are proud 
of your accomplishments. 
Remember to teach them 
well and let them lead the 
way!
Paul Andrew Leblanc
We remember your first day 
of school at Brewster. Now 
you are a college graduate!
We are so proud of you!
Love.
BB Gun,
I can’t believe we made it to this day, alive and well and 
without ever having to sell our souls to the Devil to do 
it. I am so glad you decided to move out here to go to 
school, and am so happy we got to experience the past 
two years of our lives together.
You have all the beauty, brains, and balls to do great 
things in this life, and I have no doubt that you will. I am 
so proud of all the things you do, and the work that you 
put into pursuing your goals.
Also, thanks for lending so much of your time to the 
Lanthorn for Question of The Issue.
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Congratulates all fall 2011
Graduates!
